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THE MAS0N-8L1DKLI, AFFAIR.

The negotiations in regard to the Trent business «r

¦IU1 quietly and amicably progressing. There Is net the
¦lighted foundation for a silly rumor that has been pul
la circulation, that the interview yesterday between I.ord
Lyi ns and Mr. Seward was oxcilcd and ended in high
words. I am aulhorizod to say that it was conducted
with becoming courtesy, and concluded with tho utmost
amiability.
Whatever are the demands of the British government
reference to the seizure of Mom n and Slidoll, it canuot
doubted that they are couched in courteous and con¬

siderate language, and are presented with dignity and
politeness, without anything in word or manner that can
he personally offensive to the American ' abinet.
Whatever speculations may be indulges, there is no

ground for the supposition that the recent arrivals brought
the Brltlah Minister here any modification of the in¬

structions originally conveyed by Captain Seymour. The
question is to be treated here from the beginning. There

no correspondence between Mr. Adams and the
British government on the subject. It is known that when

Jtbe British Cabinet were about to act upon the aflhir
|ef the Trent, It was proposed to swsit some explanation

communication from Mr. Adams; but he had re¬

leased no Instructions, and had no explanation
make,consequently Instructions were forwarded to the

British Minister here, to demand an explanation ef con-
ict which was believed to have been immediately au-

Mmrixed by this government, and which was considered
py the legal advisers of the Crown without precedent

unwarrantable by the law of nations.
The Impression that the act of Captain Wilkes waa dl-

Iraetly ordered by our government Is really the source,
pat only of the precipitate action of the British Cabinet,kut also of the frenzy of the British people. Before the

prrival of the Trent, Secretary Seward's circular in regard
tho renovation cf our lake and ecacoast defences had

feaaohed England. It waa there regarded as a menace to
|Breat Britain exclusively. At the momont when this

pression prevailed, both in and out of the British Cabi¬
net. the news of the arrest of the Trent, and the seizure

four of her passengers came. It was believed that our
government had first directed the leisure of Mason and

ptdell on board of a British vcesoI, and then, conscious
It would baa grave offence, gave orders to proparo
lake aad seacoast defences for the war that must

lly ensue.

The conjunction of those two events Is certainly nnfor-
, hat admits of explanation which may somewhat
the impetuosity, but will certainly not altogether

the excited ire of the English people, it is known,
is evidenced by communications to distinguished
tesmen here from gentlemen in England who have an

tunlty of informing themselves accurately as to the
per of the British Ministry, that the Cabiuet officers
do not desire to produce a war with this country,

it the pressure upon them Is almost incredible. It is

pinailed only by the excitement in regard to the Kcform
tion, thirty years ago.

In tho meantime, it is of the utmost importance to
precisely the attitude of France. It is vain and

ly for ns to talk wldly about fighting the whole world
account of a couple of miserable renegade rebels, who

probably glad to escape from tho fate they had in-

prhed at home. It is true that all the natural sympathy
historic associations of the French nation would
i to incline them to be our allies; but it isneverthe-
true that for months past Napoleon has been urglDg

P>*nt Britain to unite with him in breaking the
of the Southern ports. This has hith-

b been resisted by the British Cabinet, but
eaves the position of France very doubtful in case o^futilities between our own government and that of F.ug.

1m aflhir is complicated. Time alone can unravel It,
Mthe utmost prudence on the part of the administration
11 bo necessary to avoid a war which may involve us

more than one European Power, while we arc en-
la a life and death struggle for the preservation of

IthelJnion itself.
NATIONAL MILITARY RAILROAD SCHEME.

Be committees of Congress to whom was referred that
of the President's Message, relating to the

fontruction of a national military road across the
of Kentucky and Tennessee have, under con-

CMien a plan for the connection by railroad of the

|centres of the railroad systems of the North and
This plan meets the approval of the President,

tp nom it has been suggested by General Leslie Combs,
of bntneky, with whom it has boon a carefully studied
feoby for a quarter of a century. It contemplates the
nonaction, by a direct railroad, of Chattanooga, Tenn.,

Louisville, Ky., and Cincinnati. To complete
tbl eonnection it would be necessary to construct
.bit two hundred and twenty miles of railroad
.vi ¦ practicable reute. The surveys and estimates
hat already been made by competent cugi-

Chattanooga is tho grcut railroad centre of
It is the point of convergence for railroads

.trely constructed from all the principal cities on tho
liississippl, the Gulf of Mexico and the Southern

Jktlatlc, around the whole semicircle from Memphis,
I, including Little Hock, Arkansas, Vicksburg, and

, Mississippi, New Orleans, Mobile, Peusacoln,
ivnnak, Charleston, Beaufort, N. C., to Norfolk and

iRioimond.
A a strategical point it is of immense importance. There
1 the immediate neighborhood an abundance of coal,

|tro and eepper. It is argued with much force that the
ntblishmcnt of a national armory at this point, and
b maintenance there of a school of practice, like
bt at Carlisle, Pa., except upon a larger scale,'would
mMe the government effectually to maintain the
Iblic peace in all of the Southern States.
The whole of this Southern railroad system has the
ime gauge, and the extension of it to the Ohio river,
Ithin a loyal State, would enable the goverament at any

to bring to the point of distribution whatever mili-
fae(Q ¦houldibo enquired.

THR BATTLE AT DRANMYILLB.
la appears that at tho Dranesvillo battle wo had only

Iwenty-coehundredman actually engaged againstover five
mouaand of the enemy, all of whom participated ia tha
<ght.*Outofthe "Bucktall" Rifleo,and th«£:xthandNinth
Ugimontc.the regiments in addition to Kaston's bat-
|sry, which did tho fighting.ton companies were de*
jailed as advance scouts, two miles from the scone of sc.
lion, in the direction of Goose creak, and to keep dp a
flannel of communication with Goa. Reynolds' brigadeLir Difficult creek. This statement makes our victory
koao decisive and brllllant.tlian as heretofore reported.
Tbe bodies of four of those killed In tha battle a*
tearlUe were to-day forwarded to their lata homes for

met»t. Their names were Samuel C. Waltor, Com-
¦nyA. Sstnuel Devlin, Company C.Sixth Pennsylvania
bglroent; Jdhn W. Stockdale, Company F, and John Sex-
mi, Company hi.Ninth Pennsylvania regiment. The other

three killed, belonging to the "Buckled Rifle*," were
^uried on Sunday in the burying ground of General Mc-
CaJl'e dine ion.

Colonel Rickette, of the Sixth Pennsylvania regiment-
which took eucb gallant part in the Dranesville engage¬
ment. *ent in to-day hie reeignation. Protracted ill
health i* the cauie. Hi* men greatly deplore the neces¬

sity of bin taking this step. He i* a graduate of Wist
Point, and hns been a most laborious and faithful officer
The command of the regiment will devolve temporarily
on Lieutenant Colonel Penrose.

All our Ilruneavule wounded arc doing well. There are
only nine at the division hospital. Dr. Shtppen, division
8urgeon, thinks the woundB of only two of them will
prove fatal. In the remaining cases there will have to be
two or three amputations. The others, whose wounds
are slight, are in charge of the regimental Surgeons. A
large number of relatives and friends have obtained pass
es to visit them.
There sro only two wounded rebels in thehospitali

namely:.0. TV Brukofleld, privato in Company E, Sixth
South Carolina regiment, and F. J. Park, private inCi.m'
pany H, of the same regiment, hIioi in the breast; but
the fcal'.a have been extracted by Dr. Stocker, of the di"
vision hospital. It is tlio: ght the former will die.
REMOVAL OK DISABLED HOI.DHBB TO UEOKOETOWN'

Thirty-eight sick and die bled soldiers of General Mc-
Call's division, were today removed from the hospitals
thero to the Georgetown hospitals. Ono object of the
transfer was to ullbrd moro uuiplc accommodations for
those wounded in the Drunesvtlle engagement.

AKKKBT OF AN ALLEGED SPY.
A man who lias a farm near Hunter's chapel, Va.,nam¬

ed V. P. Corbitt, was arrested in General McCall's camp
yesterday, charged with having communicated with the
enemy. Ho ,s publisher of a map of the "Seat of War."
His loyally has long been suspected.

REPORTS OP CONTRABANDS.
Three contrabands. two men and a woman, came this

morning within Geneial Hancock's lines. One of the
m-n says ho was a slave of Jerry Moore, now confined in
the prison en Capitol Hill, on a chargo of conveying intel¬
ligence to the enemy. The other two state that they ran

away from the rebels to prevent being token to Rich¬
mond.

EFFECTS OF THE COLD ON THE HOI.DIERS.
The soldiers in the army of tho Potomac suflered con¬

siderably from the sudden change in the weather last
night. It was the coldest night we have had this winter.
The heavy gale which biew till morning prostrated sove.
ral tents in most of the encampments. The weather has
been milder to-day, but already we have indications that
the night will be severe.

INSPECTION OP OKNBRAL SMITH'S DIVISION.
Major Davis, Assistant Inspector General, commenced

to-day an inspection of General Smith's division, begin
ning with General Hancock's brigade. The inspection is
made by regimenta. It will take several days to com¬

plete the division. Thus far Major Davis expresses him¬
self highly gratified with the appearance, excellent dis¬
cipline and proficiency in drill of the men. H« compli¬
ments General Hancock In the highest terms for his un.
tiring industry and vigilance in bringing his troops to
their present perfection in soldierly duties.

CONSOLIDATION OF VOLUNTEER CAVALRT.
A special order for ths consolidation of cavalry has

been irsued. All tho regiments and companies of volun¬
teer cavalry accepted into the service, whether organized
or only partially organized, are ordered to rendezvous,
with as little delay as possible, as follows:.

All in Pennsylvania at York, Pa.
All In Ohio at Camp Dennison, Cincinnati.
All in the other Western States, except Missouri, at

New Albany, Indiana.
CHRISTMAS PETE OF THE NEW YORK SEVENTEENTH

RROIMRNT.
The New Tork Seventeenth regiment gives a grand fete

champetrc this evening at Hall's hill. Their camp is de¬
corated with Chinese lanterns, numberless evergreon
arches, festoons, he. Many other regiments are cele¬
brating Christmas eve.

CELEBRATION OF CHRI8TMAS.
A number of regiments in the Army of the Potoma con

both sides of the river havo mode extensive preparations
for the celebration of Christmas, for which every facility
consonant with order and discipline has been accorded
by the commending officers.
Unusual liveliness pervades moat of the camps on the

other side of the Potomac in preparations to spend Christ¬
mas. Hosts of turkeys, chickens and other luxuries, the
gifts of home friends, went over in the express wagons to¬
day. The usual brigade and regimental drills are to be
omitted, and the soldiors allowed the day to themselves
to spend in their own way, the dispensation and use of
intoxicating drinks, being however, strictly prohibited.

APPOINTMENTS CONFIRMED BY THE 8ENATE.
The Seuatohus confirmed the following appointments of

the President:.
Thomas Shankland, of New York, Consul at Port Louis,

Isle or France.
Albert J\ Bezeyk, of Iowa, Consul at Toronto.
Androw J. Carulhcrs, of tho District of Columbia, Consul

at Martinique.
Robert Ilaley, of California, Consul at Manzamlla.
William Pickering, of Illinois, Governor of Washington

Territory.
Francis A. Ryan,of Wisconsin, Register of Public Lands

at Neosho.
George N. Black, Receiver of the Public Moneys at

Springfield, 111.
James B. Mills, Receiver at Otter Trail City, Minne¬

sota.
Asaph Whittlesey, Receiver at Bayfield, Wisconsin.
Robert 11. McDougal, Register at Chillicothe, Ohio.
Wm. F. Elkin, Register at Springfleld, 111.
James H. Lane, of Kansas, Brigadier General of Volun¬

teers.
Joseph E. Wilbur, Postmaster of Taunton, and Edwin

Shaw, Postmaster at Full River, Moss.
The Senate, in executive session to-day, confirmed a

large number of SurgeoDB In tho regular army. Many of
the appointments in that branch of tho service were

received and referred to the Committee on Military
Affairs.

MELANCHOLY CA8l'ALTIES.
A melancholy occurrence took place on the Virginia

side of the Potomac this afternoon. Alexander M. Roily,
a sergeant in Company M, First New York cavalry, in
Gen. Franklin's division, was shot by Patrick Murphy, a

private in the same company. It appears that earlier in
tho afternoon thsre was some difficulty between*two or

three members of the company, and ho interfered. Mur¬
phy afterwards deliberately took out his pistol and shot
Reily without provocation, although It seems both were

good friends. Murphy was considerably under
the influence of liquor at the time. He was

put in irons and brought before the Provost Marshal
of the division. Reily was from Brooklyn, but
aftor he joined the United States service he sent his wife
and two children to Detroit. He was a good soldier, and
was about to be promoted. The ball cut the main artery
of the heart, and he expired almost instantaneously.
Liquor was the cause of the Sergeant's death. In spite of
nil orders bottles and barrels of it And their way to the
camps.

After dark last evening two brothers.Thomas and
Peter Branigan,'of Company K, Slxty-thlrd New York
regiment.went out near the railroad track to collect
aome boards for their cook house. An engine,
of whose approach they were unaware, struck
Thomas, dislocating his hip and otherwise tqjnrtng him
severely. When Peter was picking up his brother the
engine reversed and hurt him slightly. Thomas was

conveyed In an ambulance to the hospital in Alexan¬
dria. .

PRESIDENTIAL EXCURSION IN THE STEAMER PEN-
8AGOLA.

It is expected that the President end e party of his
friends will make an excursion down the river in the Pen-
eacola to-morrow, on her second trial trip.
DEPASTURE OP CONOBB8SMIN FOR THEIR MOMR8.
Not mere than twenty one Senators were present at

the session to day, the majority of thorn, as well as many
members of the Houso, having left the city to enjoy the
holidays at home.
THE ATTORNEY GENERAL AND PRIVATE CLAIMS.
The Attorney General has respectfully declined to give

to the Senate hi* opinion on e private claim, alleging
precedent, as well as want of power, as a justification for
e non-compliance with the request.

ARRIVAL FROM THE LOWER POTOMAC.

The gunboat Coeur do Lion arrived from the Potomac
j last night, with four launches In tow.

CONDITION ON SENRRAL BUMNM.
General Sumner ie etill suffering from Itae effects of

bia recent injury. Dr. Trlplar, Medical Director of
the army or the Potomao, and Dr. lieCormack,
rialted him yoelerday. A alight improTement in
bta condition was observed. A few daya aince, aa stated
in tbie correspoudanae, ho requested to be temporarily
relieved from hi* command. To-day hia request was
(ranted, end General llcClellan ordered Genoral Hetnt-
telman to assume command of General^Sumner a division,
together with his own. Gen. Suaaner u> an old and #x-
perionced army officer, and the accident which deprivea
the army of hie art ire services at thia important criaia ia
unfortunate. Gen. Ileintxelman is also an ex|>erienced
officer, having spent tbirty-flve years of his life In aclivs
service. Ho was slightly wounded in the battle of Bull
run.

CONFLAGRATION AT YOllKTOWN, VA.
The gunboat Young Rover, which is stationed at the

mouth of York river, reports an extensive coudagratiou
in YorkP wn about a week since.

DEDICATION OF A CANVASS CHAPEL.
The chapel tent, forty-two by twenty-eight feet, which

was sent to the Sixteenth Massachusetts regiment by
their friends in Boston, was dedicated yesterday after¬
noon with services, in which the chaplains of all denomi¬
nations participated.

THIRTY-SEVENTH CONGRESS.
FIRST HUSSION.

Senate.
Washington, Dec. 24, 18C1.

HHANl'IPATION O* 8LAVU.

petitions were presented praying for the eman¬
cipation of the slaves of rebels without compensation,
and (boae of loyal masters with compensation.

axTRAVAdANrH AT TUB NAVT TARD.
Mr. Games, (rep.) of Iowa, oflored a resolution in¬

structing the Committee on Naval Affairs to inquire Into
the manner In winch war vessels had been fitted out.
lis had heard rumors of great extravagance at the navy
yards in this respect.
The resolution was agreed to.

NAVAL VOUJNTKXH OSFtCKRS.
Mr. Hair, (rep.) of N. H., offered a resolution calling

on the Secretary of the Navy for a list of the volun¬
teers, lieutenants, masters, paymasters, Ac., in the
navy.

Resolution adopted.
VRKKOOM O! IB* PRWH.

Mr. Haix presented a petition trom citizens of Roston,
claiming that the freedom of the press bad been infringed.
Referred.

THE Fl'cmvi HIAVE LAW.
Mr. Hows, (rep.) of Wis., gave notice that ha would In¬

troduce a bill to amend the Fugitive Slave law.
The Senate then went into executive session.
On the opening of the doors the Senate adjourned until

Thursday.
The gnpnlrineatal Tariff Bill.

Tbo following is a correct copy of the Tariff bill aa pass
ad both houses;.
Be it enacted by the Senate and /fmue of Repretentativel ofthe Unitetl States of America, in Congreuassembled:.
That from and after the date of the isiasago of this act,

In lieu of the duties heretofore im)H«ed by law on arti-
eles hereinafter mentioned, there shall be levied, collect¬
ed and paid on the goods, wares and merchandise herein
enumerated and provided lor, imported from foreign
countries, the foilowiug duties und rates of duty; that is
to say
t\nl..On all teas, twenty cents per pound.
Second..Coffee of all kinds, five cents jier pound.
third..On all raw sugar,comtnouly called muscovado

or brown sugar, and on augurs not advanced above No.
12, Dutch standard, by claying, boiling, clarifying, or
other prooess, aad on syrup of sugar, or of sugar cane,
and concentrated molasses,or concentrated meiado, two
cents and a half per pound; on white and clayed sugars
when advanced beyond the raw slate, above No.
12's, Dutch standard, by clarifying or other
procera and not yet refined, three cents per
pound on refined sugars, whether loaf, lump
or pulverized, five cents per pound; on sugarsafter being rettued, when they are tinctured, colored or
in an* other way adulterated, and ou sugar candy eight
cents per jiotind; on mohtssi'S, six cents per gallon.pro¬vided that all syrups of sugar or sugar canc, concentrated
molasses or concentrated meiado, entered under the
name of molasses, or any other namo than syrup of sugar
or of sugar cane, concentrated molasses or concentrated
meiado, shall be liable to forfeiture to the United States,and the samo shall be forfaited.

IMPORTANT FROM MISSOURI.
SUCCESS OP THE EXPEDITION SENT TO

LEXINGTON.
St. Locis, Dec. 23,1801.

Despatches received at headquarter* ray that the com"
mand sent to Loxington by vjeueral Pope burned two
ferry boats au<l a foundry at that pluce, and took two
cap tains, odo lieutenant, four men and several horses.

Ottsrvillk, Mo., Dec. 24, 1861.
The cavalry which General 1'opo sent to I/sxington,

have returned. In addition to the two ferry bouts and tho
rebel foundry which they burned and tho robel officers
and privates captured, previously reported, they killed
tho notorious Arkansas Robinson and drovo every band
of robels from the country for miles on either side of the
route. They report the county quiet of tho rebels.

CONFUSION IN THE REBEL PRICE'S CAMP.
Jekkkrmin City, Dec. 24,1861.

a gentleman who has boon with tho rebel army several
weeks, arrived here to day, and reports that on Thursday
last Price's camp at Oscoola was thrown into confusion by
tho news that the Union troops wore upon them. They
beat a hasty retreat, and when last heard from were at
Hammansville, hurryiug South.

ARRIVAL OF A THOUSAND REBEL PRISON¬
ERS AT ST. LOUIS.

8t. I-onis, Doc. 24,1861.
About a thousand of tho rebel prisonous taken by (Ion.

Pope arrived hero late last night, and were allowed to
remain in the cars until this morning, whan they were

escorted by their capture)s, under Col. Davis, to Dr.
McDowell's medical college, where they will be taken care
of fur tho present.
DESTRUCTION OF THE BRIDGE OVER SALT

RIVER.
lV.tkhknton, Mo., Dec. 24, 1861.

By arrivals from Mexico we learn that the bridge
over Salt River, which is the largest and most
costly on the road, except that at I'oirguo, which
the rebels previously spared on Friday night,
was ontirely destroyed on Sunday night. The
station bouse at Jacksonville was also burned, together
with four or five cars. The repairs progress rapidly hero.
The bridge is repaired, and tho culverts between hero
and Joneshurg and the track at that place will be to¬
morrow. If tho men are not interrupted, and the repairs
of the telegraph line keep pace with thoso of the road.

THE DAMAGE TO THE NORTH MISSOURI
RAILROAD.
WaHRK.vmwN, Mo., Dec. 24, 1861.

The damage to the N'orth Missouri Railroad may he
summoned up as follows-.Bridges at Sturgeon, Centralis,
Mexico, Jetlktown aud Warrentown, burned: also one sta¬
tion and perhaps twenty cars, from fifty to sixty culverts,
large and small; three or four water stations, 10,000 ties,
from 200 to 300 telegraph polos and five miles of iron de
gtroyod, and ten miles of wire rendered useless.
Two trains, ono having eight car loads of hogs aud

several car loads of hemp, and two cars of merchandise
are in the possession of the rebels. Four engines arc ly¬
ing where they can be seized by them.
Some of the men who belonged to the trains have ar¬

rived here, from whom I learn that the persotis who did
the damage are yet encampod along the road, about
five hundred being at High Rill, and olher bodies
at or near Martin.--burg, Mexico, Ceutralia, Sturgeon,
and Allan. At Centralis they went vrithin half a mile id'
the Derge Sharpshooters and destroyed a bridge and wa¬
ter station, Two freight trains were captured within
four miles 6f the camp of a detachment of the same force.
At Reuick the work was directed by practical railroad

men, and the right course was always taken to mako the
destruction complete. Where tho track was taken
up, the rata were removed, the ties gathered
in piles and set on tire and the rails thrown
across the pile, so that when the centre of the rails be¬
came heated the weight of the cold ends bent them so as
to reader them useless.
In destroying tho bridges the (Ires were kindled around

the corners where they would soon throw the bridge
down, and the trestle guides which spanned the open
culverts were burned, as were also the frames on which
the water banks stood asaalty.
The houses of railroad men and of all Union mon in tho

vicinity of the road were eurrounded, and the inhabitants
assured that no harm was intended them while they re¬
mained indoors.
We beer of scarcely any pillage, or any other outragebeyond the destruction of ths road aud telegraph line.
The damage to the road cannot fall abort of $300,000

and at least on* month will be required to repair it so
that trains can pass.

NEWS FROM KENTUCKY.
CmcimriTi, Dec. 23,1831.

The Commercial has a despatch from Frankfort, Ky.,
saying that Hon. W. C.Anderson, formerly member of
Congress, died to day.
Governor Magoffin, contrary to expectations, bad ap.

proved of all the bills presented to him.
Tbero was no further news from Somerset.

THE CHRISTMAS FEAST.
How the D»y la to be Observed.The Re*
llgloma Services at the Churches, &c.

" Christmas cornea but once a year,But when It cornea it brings good cheer,"
la a very old and true saying, peculiarly applicable this
season, when it is considered that, notwithstanding tho
unfortunate domestio troubles into which we have been
thrown by the Southern rebellion, otr oitlaens seem not
only to be In the full enjoyment of peace and prosperity,
but are daily performing lbote practical work! of beuevo-
leuoe toward tho poor which betoken well tilled
purses. The dlviuo virtue of benevolence la one
which should be practised at all seasons, but
particularly during the Qhliltnsn holidays, so

as to aflbrd those poor ereatoNn whooe lot Is
that of poverty and want an opportunity of properly ob¬
serving the day which gave birth to the Saviour of tho
world. Christmas is sn occasion on which all should bo
cheerful, and It is very encouraging to seo ttio ladies of
every denomination working together with such
unanimity for the common object of relieving tho press
log wants of the poor at this tucloment season.

It was feared that we would hnve a green Christmas;
but, tTue to old liabiis, it has been ushered in upou us

with all the outsido gioom of fug and ruin, snow, ico and
piercing winds, as If to impress upon us the truth that,
while some are In tho possession of comlurts and luxury,
there are others who stuud in need of our assistance uud
sympathy.
Last night our streets were crowded with pedestrians,

loaded down with poultry for Christmas dinners and toys
for tho youngsters. The markets, stores and thorough¬
fares presented the liveliest scenes imuginnble. There
was tho father with a large fat turkey on one urm,
and a Christmas tree almost groaning under tho
weight of toys, lion mots, he., hurriedly pushing
his way through the crowd, with a countenance
radiant with joy, to lay before his little onus all that
his moans oould procure for their enjoyment.tho
mother at homo using all tho arts at her command to ap¬
pease the anxiety of her children for the father's return.
the lovers making and receiving those generous giviugs
which exercise such pleasant recollections afterwards.
The churches, too, presented all the solomnity which

brings to the Christian mind the sentiment of the day.
"Glory be to God on htgb, and on earth peace, good will
towards men." Indeed, we havo every reason to feel thank¬
ful for the abundance with whieh we are blessed. But
while we ore joyous we must not forget that there are

many homes saddened by the absence of one or two of
its members, lighting for the perpetuation of blessings
we enjoy, and pray to tho God of Battles to spare them
to their families, aud enable them to si>ond many happy
Christmases with those they love.
Apropos of this, the officers of the army volunteers

now In the city are lo hold a mooting at eleven o'clock
to-day, at 422 Broomo street, for the purpose of raising
funds to relieve the Union prisoners now suffering in tho
rebellious States.
The different places of amusement announce unusual at¬

tractions for the theatre going folks for this afternoon
and evening. A glance at the advertisements in another
column gives all tho Information necessary.
Tho customary religious exercises in the various

churches prepared for Christmas will take place, and
same very interesting novelties in this line are announced
for to-day.
At Trinity church a full choral service will come off,

beginning at eleven o'clock in the forenoon. The prin¬
cipal music, under the able direction of Mr. Cutler, will
be the Episcopal service, "Keuipton," in B Oat, and se¬

lections from Handel's "Messiah." Rev. Or. Vinton will
preach the sermon.
At St. Patrick's Roman Catholic cathedral there will be

a grand high mass, and tho renowned orator, Or. Cahill,
is announced to deliver the Christmas sermon.

Mr. Charles Wets, who has withdrawn from St. Sto

pben's Roman Catholic church, and assumed the musical
direction at Christ church, Fifth avenue, has prepared
lha following excellent programme of exercises tor to¬

day's services at the loot mentioned church:.
Organ voluntary, Rossini Mr. Chas Wels.
Vcuite.Cbus. Wels Choir.
Gloria Petri. Rink Choir.
To Oeum, this. Wsls.Solos by Mrs. Mozart, soprano;

Mrs. Scott, alto; Mr. Mozart, basso.
Jubilate, H. Millard. Solos by Mrs. Mozart, soprano: Mr.

Millor, tenor.
The 89th I'salm, Haydn Choir.
Pastoral Symphony from "Messiah,"Handel. Mr. C. Wels.
Recitative and Chorus from "Messiah," Humid .. .Mozart
aud Choir.

The 45th Hymn, W. A. Mozart Choir.
Cloring Voluntary, Organ Concerto, Kink .Mr. Chas. Wels.
A Dew grund mass (the second) compound by Ur. Louis

Dachauer, organist of the Church of St. Vincent de Paul,
Twenty third street, will l»c snog lor the lust time at the
church, by the Society of St. Cecilia, at hail (Mist tun
o'clock A. M.
At St. Paul's chapel the Rev. Mr. l it, assisted by

others, will olQciate, the services to commence at half-past
tun o'clock A. M. The decorations of the interior are of
the most cliasteund beautiful character, festoons of ever¬

greens arching the whole ceiling, while wreaths ol lau¬

rel, flr trees and liolly are placed in picturesque posi"
tious at intervals. In this old chapel George Washington
was wont to worship, and the pew which he occupied is

very handsomely trimmed with laurel.
St. Stephen's, St. Francis Xavlcr s, St. I'oter'8, St.

Mary's, St. Andrew's, St. Boniface's and all the other Ro¬
man Catholic churches will havo suitable religion.- and
musical exorcises. New mas-eswill be sung at each of
the above mentioned churches.
At St. John's chapel the Rev. Dr. Weston and Rev. Mr.

Young will officiate, at half-past ten o'clock A. M. Selec¬
tions from tho "MesSiaii" will be cast. On St. John's
Day, Friday next, tho Christmas festival of the schools of
this chapel will bo hold in tho edillco at half -past one

o'clock. The Bishop of tho dioce.-s and the clergy of the
jiurish aro oxjioctud to be present. There will be a

monster Christmas tree on tins occasion at tho foot of the
chancel steps, whieh will bo laden with gifts for fifteen
hundred and thirty children belonging to tbo various
schools of this chapel.
At the Church of tbo Holy Communion, Twentieth

street and .Sixth avenue, there will bo a very splendid
musical display, and the religious services will be con¬

ducted by the Rev. Messrs. Lavrronco and Muhleuberg.
The altar will bo beautifully illuminated at half-post six
o'clock in the morning.
The Rev. Mr. Gallaudet will hold divine service at

St. Ann's church for the deaf mutos, Eighteenth street
and Fifth avenue, at ten A. M. The church has been
handsomely decorated with a beautiful star, formed of
evergreens, on a crimson ground, which overtops the
altar, and which will be Illuminated with jets of light.
The ceiling is festooned with laurel, which is suspended
from tho corbols, and the altar is ornamented with
bouquets of white llowers.

St. Paul's German Lutheran church is tastefully
adorned with piuo and laurel. The leading features of
the ornameulation are four large Christmas trees, formed
of jet pipes, and covered with evergreens, which are

placed in the nave, near the chancel. Tho trees are laden
with all the gifts supposed to be under the command of
Christ-kindcbeu, and will bo divided among five hundred
children of the schools of the church. A new hymn,
commencing, " Honor to the Lord our God," will be sung
at the service, at half past ten o'clock. I^e pastor, Rev,
Mr. Geissenheimer, will officiate. In the evening the
Christmas trees will be lllumiuated with gas. and the
glDs on the trees distributed to the children.
CHRISTMAS KVE BKKV1CI3 AT TRINITY CHURCH.
The annual celobralion of Christmas Eve took place

yesterday afternoon at three o'clock. This is one of the
Christian festivals on which Old Trinity prides herself.
It Is, and for many years past has been, observed in this
¦acred edifloe with all the devotion and respect which the
occasion deserves.
The church was decorated in a most beautiful and

artistic manner. All the pillars were wreathed with
evergreens, and the pulpit wee almost entirely shrouded
with green leaves and stems. The appearance
of the church on entering was extremely fine.
There ^waa a softness la the green plants re-

lievlnflMthe solid brown columns, sparkling with
the light of a hundred tapers, that awakened feelings
of dsvotion in svery heart. The sutned glass windows
st the east end of tbs ehurch, with all the apostolic
figures, shone forth In fine splendor beneath the reys o'f
light, and when the clasifo muaio of the church was be
gun the scene became Impressive to the highest degreo.
The ordinary evening service of the Protestant Eplsco-

pal ohurch, revived by some new bymne composed for
tho occasion, was performed with all the solemnity and

lmprtttivraeaa of the ritual. The children tang the
different pieces with mnch effect.
Shortly before the cloee of the service the Rev. Dr.

Ogtlby ascended the pnlptt end delivered a very Interest¬
ing address to the yoong folk. He said that, begin¬
ning some years ago with something like twelve children,
the Sunday scholars had goue on gradually Increasing,
until now there are upwards of four hundred attending
the school. He encouraged the teachers to persevere in

the good work, and urged the children to continue faith¬
ful to the advice and admonitions of their kind and
exoelleut teachers.
The Christmas tree under the porch Is a truly magnifi¬

cent imitation of nature, with the exception that no

natural tree ever yet bora such a variety of rare and
beautiful fruit. The ladios who planned and decorated
It are entitled to tho highest meed of praise.Mis. Ogilby,
the wife of the good Doctor, not being forgotten. They
may rest assured that they have the warm and grate¬
ful thanks of the troops of gentle creatures who
yesterday assembled around their Christmas tree to
receive the free will offerings of lov-i and ten¬
derness. Such a brilliant and splenlld Christmas
tree has rarely been seeu, and those who were abscul
from Trinity church yesterday havo really lost a sight
which they cunnot enjoy again till another Christmus
comes.
The distribution of presents was very judiciously

mai aged under the direction of a committee of ladios.
They consisted of books, plums, confectionery, fruit and
eailratu of various kinds. The bright smiles of the r.hil
dron us thoy received their presents were hi themselves
satisfaction enough for all the efforts of the goncrous
ladies.

NEWS FROM FORTRESS MONROE.
Another Skirmish with the Rebels.Ar¬
rival of Released Prisoners from Fort
Warren, die., die.

Forthkss Monros. Dec. 23, 1
Via il-tLTiUoRB, Doc. 24, 1361. j

Tho skirmish yesterday was a slight affair.
Two companies Of the Twentloth New York regimont

started from Newport Nowx at nino o'clock this morning,
and proceeded to Newmarket Bridge to look for a man

who had been lost in the woods on the day before.
As we bear, whllo noar the bridge they found them-

solves surrounded by rebel cavalry and infantry, num

boring seven hundred men, but succooded In cutting
their way out without loss.
Reinforcements wore sent for to Camp Hamilton, and

the remainder of the regiment was sent forward.
The Naval Brigade, under command of Colonel War-

drop, was also under arms and proceeded as far as

Hampton Bridge. Four companies of cavalry were also
ordered out, but thctr sorvicos were not required.

Six of tho Twentieth regiment were slightly wounded .

Tun of llio enemy are known to have boeu killed, and a
number wounded. Seven doad bodies were found this
morning; one was that of an officer, and waB taken to
Newport News. Ha wore buttons lettered "A. II. M.".
perhaps tho Alabama Minute Men.and his namo Is sup¬
posed to have been John Hawkins.

It is reported that a whole company of negroes wss

engaged, and two of our men are known to have beon
shot by them.
Gen. Mansfield end Acting Brigadier General Wcbor

highly complimented the troops engaged for tboir cool¬
ness and bruvory.
Tho bark Island CMy arrived here last night from Bos¬

ton, with two hundred and forty-nlno prisoners of war re¬
leased from Fort Warren, who are to be exohangod fur
an equal Dumber of our troops now held at Richmond.
The steamboat George Washington took them to Oaney
Island this afternoon under a flag of truce.

Mrs. Brown, two daughters and servants, of Missouri,
and Mrs. Ingersoll,of Michigan, were also passengers for
the South.
A largo numbor of letters and several boxes of clothing

for our prisoners of war were also sent ovor. The Rich-
mond prisoners are expected here In a day or two.

IMPORTANT NEWS FROM THE SOUTH.
Chicago, Dec. 24,1801.

Tho Memphis Ajtptal of the 19th instant has the fol¬
lowing:.
A Richmond correspondent says. In addition to tho

$250,000 appropriated by the Confederate Congress for
the relief of the Charleston sufferers, the Legislature of
Virginia will appropriate $200,000. Collections also were
taken up in all the churches on the 15th inst.
The Goorgia Legislature appropriated $100,000 for the

relief of the Charleston sufferers.
The correspondent says to such a frightful extent has

violence increased in Richmond that the city bids fair to
become as infamous as ever Baltimoro or Naples was.

Shootings and stabbings are every day occurrences.
The Memphis Ajpeal publishes telegraphic reports of

the foreign news, and remarks:."What will be the
course of the trembling tyrant at Washington we are un¬

able to say, but presume he and his astute advisers wil|
refuse to take up tho gauntlet so fearlessly offered by
Qroat Britain, and thinks that tho action of tho federal
government will engender such a state of sentiment in
France and England as to socuro the speedy recognition
ot Southern independence."
The rebel account of the Green river fight places tho

Union loss at ninety-five killed and one mortally wound¬
ed. The same exaggeration characterizes the report of
the battle of Camp Alleghany, in Western Virginia. Gen.
Milroy is reported killed. The Union less is sctdown
as 500 killed. The rebels acknowledge 20 killed and 97
wounded.
Tho A/tjieaI rejoices at the movements of the radical

abolitionists In Congress; and, speaking ot the emancipa¬
tion schemes of Mc srs. Stevens, Bingham,Sherman and
other-, it says:."Our people rather like this species of
legislation, inu-mucli as it gives victories for us which
the bayonet and liuiiet will l»' paid to achieve."
The Fort Smith MewlOl tlio 12th has discouraging news

from the Indian country The Creeks, Cherokee* and
Semmoles are desortlng the cauae, and large numbers
have joined Opthleyholo, who Is encamped on tho Rig
Bond of the Arkansas, with four thousand Indians, well
armed with rllles, revolvers and knives, and naked to the
wai<t. To oppose this force the rebels had it small force
under Colonel Cooper, who was clamorous for reinforce,
ments. A battle is daily expoctad, as the two armies are
only a few miles apart.
Th Fort Smith Se.ua of the 12th learns from the tele¬

graph operator at Fayettevillo that about one hundred
Union men had beeu arrested in Madison and Carroll
counties.
The New Orleans Delia of tho 12th says that tho naval

commauder of the federal fleet forbade the transmission
of Genoral l'helps' proclamation, and threatened to fire
into any boat that attempted to carry it.
Tho Nashville Union of the 12th has the gratifying ns-

euranco that Lincoln's Message had produced complete
revolution among Union men.

Arrival of Government Cotton from Port
Royal.

PaiLAriiLrniA, Dec. 24,1861.
The brig Ellen P. Stewart arrived hero to-day from

Port Royal, with 290 balos of Sua Island cotton, belong¬
ing to the government.
The Reported Departure of Mason and

Slidcll for Europe.
IVwros, Doc. 24,1801.

Nothing is known in Boston in regard to Messrs. Mason
and Slidell's leaving in tho Europe to-morrow, and the
rumor to that effect is doubt loss unfounded.

Personal Intelligence.
VISIT OF THE SWEDES TO THE STEAMER NEW WORLD.
The officers of tho Swedish frigate Norrkopiog, now

lying in these waters, paid a visit to the steamer New
World, plying on the Hudson river between this cityand
Albany, Just previous to her last trip from this port-
They were shown over this striking specimen of our in¬
land river craft, and were amazed at her size, interior
appointments, and the |>ossil>ility that so enormous a
structure could move in the water at all. They stated
that they, had never conceived of. much leaa aeon, so

complete a vessel ooostrueted ou so gigantic a scale in
every respect. U|ion retiring they expressed the great
aattsfaatioo the vlait had afforded them.

Isaac Jones, of Sheffield, now 102 years old, is probably
the oldest man in Western Massachusetts. He is very
deaf, totally bald and partially blind, but he still has
muscular vigor enough left to saw half a cord of wood
por day.
A. Woodman, of Cub%; Captain Haworth, of Washington;

* .of Chic~" " ""

Mr. and Mrs. Ambler-, or Chicago; Bertram J. Calisher, of
Birmingham, England; M. F. Mcl-auahau, of Now York;
Hon. George Schmabel; Mrs. Packer, of Fa.; C. P. Kim-
ball, of Harriaburg; U. Normend, of England;, H R. Lou,
of New Brunswick; Mr. and Mrs. Hall, of Lowsr Potomac,
are stopping at the Everett House.

Express Freight bjr the Overlamd Route.
Arevises, Dec. 24,1801.

Orders have boon given to the several agents of the
Overland Company to tako no more express freight from
any source until further orders. This is In consequence
of the company having been fined by the governmout for
reported neglect of mail matter.

ARRIVAL OF THE AMERICA.

Details of the European News
to the 7th of December.

The Preparations for
War in England.

Embarkation of Troops for Canada, and
Absence of Popular Enthusiasm.

Effect of General Scott's Letter
in London and Paris.

Jeff. Davis* Message a " Powerful Aid"
to the Designs of Great Britain in

the United States and Mexico.

Napoleon's Policy 1 owarda

the Contending Powers.

English Naval Reinforcements for
North America and Mexico.

The Great Irish Mass Meeting in
Dublin)

*c, iCij He

The Cunard mall steamship America, Captain Stone,
arrived at tbla port* yesterday morning, at about half
past ten o'clock, from Liverpool, by way of Halifax.
Sbe brings tbo European mails of tbe 7tb Inst., wltb

flies of papers to tbat date.
The America landod thirty nine paeaengera and £8,MC

14d. In specie.
Her news has been anticipated by ber own telegraphic

report rrom Halifax and tbe later advices of the Arago,
Edinburg and Persia.
The America reports:.18th, off Cape Race, aaw the

press news boat, and threw the news can over.
Tbe very late (Jassentown despatches, per Iwskii

were not pat on board the ship.

Ow Parti Correspondence.
Fiu, Deo 1,1M1.

Ike Monarchical Conspiracy Agaitut Democracy in Am*
riot and Freedom in JSurop*.The Dtsigmof Bnglanl
and Franc* far u War*.Coming Recognition of th* Bo
belt.A European Maritime Coalition in the Gulf ef
Mexico for Future Action AgainM the United State*.Om
sequence* of a War to England.Pill France Ait
Her fdc.,dc.
Now that the Northern States of America are in truu-

ble, England and France setae eagerly upon the slights*!
pretext to attack them. The hot blood of indignation
mounts to the cheeks of loyal American* here and in
London when reading the vile, unmanly threat* of ih<
principal organs of both governments. It i* useless fbt
me to recapitulate the open menaces made. Tour filas will
afford you ample proof that I do not exaggerate when 1
say that abuse and threat* are heaped upon you.
The decision of th* Juris consults of thi
English Crown is a farce. The inconsistency
of such a conclusion is too glaring not to
let the world see that it Is England's desire to go to war
to save herself from a social crisis that is impending.
Mr. Bright's advice to tbo trades unions, to demand tbeli
political rights, if followed out, would virtually kill the
power of tho aristocracy. The six millions of working-
men could not bo threatened or bullied to voto as thou
lords chose to dictate, and the peoplo would soon rule in
stead of the uristocracy.
A war with America might for some time avert

the storm. Hence the evident desire of England to

jump ul once into a conflict which she may
And, to her cost, not so ono sided as sh(
imagines. She lias, I know, been making preparations
for months for such an emergency as is afforded by the
arrest of the rebols Slidcll and Mason, and will no doubi
push matters to extremities, urged on as she is by France,
utile: h tho people show uumlstakeable signs of not per¬
mitting the war. This they may do, the more so as John
Bright, their apostle, seos through the schemes of the
I'almcrston Cabinet, and Is already busily counteracting
them.
Mouths ago I warned you in my lettora that France

and England were inimical, that they would sure

ly seizo tho first opportunity to recognise the
Davis government. Recent events prove that I will

but too correctly informed. I may now add that ttu
government hat signified to Great Britain its willingness
to recognise the rebel government at once, and that in com
the Lincoln Cabinet refuses to deliver vp the rebel* SlideU
atvl Mason both England and France will do so.thus *d
ting an example, to the world of the extreme length to which

jealousy of liberal institutions will drive monarchical
governments.
The honesty of such a proceeding is upon a par with

the antecedents of'both this government end that ot
England. Had the Americans reoognixed tho
Canadians during their rebellion, Europe would
have shouted out "infamy;" and yet France
and England aro preparing to do Just that infamous
thing. It will not surprise you to hear that the organs ot
this government have discovered that the arrost ol
Messrs. Slidell and Mason took place In Spanish waters
and that bonce Spain has a right to Join England and
France in recognising the South. The Patrie says we can¬

not remain idle spectators of a struggle between North
America and England. It is quite clear that it is not our

duty to avenge tho wrongs of England; but the recognition
of the South by that Rower, which would Imply a final
separation from the United States, could not be regarded
as an isolati U act, and would imi>ose upon France' tho ne¬

cessity of assuming a dneisive attitude on this queatlon.
Tho result would bo that two great maritime Powers Of
Europe might be drawn into a common action with th*
same identical political object.
Since writing tbi* tbe Patrie has come out so

strongly for tbo rebels as quit* to astonish all classes
bure, except those who know what it eosla.
The !/>ndon Times and Post affect to consider this as won¬

derfully suggestive, and speak of tbe Patrie as the most
confidential organ of the Emperor Nspoleon. On the pert
of these journels such an assertion is false; as they well
know that their own Peris correspondent* hav* Informed
them that M. do la Guerronlere, the head of th* Patrie,
is no longer in fevor with bis Majesty,who sees him no
more. I essert that both the Time* and Post are welt
aware of this, and that when they pretend to ettach un
due significance to th* Patrie they ere as false as It la.
The Patrie has now no political importance. Bine* th*

fall of its chief editor It get* no more Inspiration.
Unfortunately, the Pays and Cinstituticmmd do. It wa«

these worthy sheet* that mado the discovery about
the Spanish waters turn of affairs, and they own to hav¬
ing Imbibed th* Idea from th* last letter of Dr. Ifaweli.
How handy all that will be, and how easy the transi¬
tion of the English, French and Spanish fleet* from Mexi¬
can to American waters. Mr. Seward was hut too well in¬

spired when he aaked for Increased fortifications along
the coaats.
England evidently means war, and has meant It alt

along. She has waited in hopes that the .Vorth would
meet with serious reverses; but now, that tbe star of th*
Liucpjn,CabiDet seems brightening up, England will strifes
ere too many successes are gained.

It is impossible to say how tbeTnlted 9tsl*s gnvWB»
may act, with England's thousand guns,'r*n»®dfi
its tbroet ; hut U is to be hoped ifes* the digAhf 4cment

down


